Make a Match!

Figurative Language
Instructions:

First, cut out all the pieces along the dotted lines. Keeping the sentence pieces and definition
pieces separate, mix up each set and lay the sentence pieces facedown in two columns. Then
lay the definition pieces facedown in two more columns. One at a time, turn over a sentence
piece and a definition piece. Does the underlined idiom match the definition? If so, set the
match aside. If not, turn the cards over and repeat until all the pieces have been matched.

Helpful Hint:
Remember, an idiom is a phrase that means
something other than what the words in the phrase
actually mean. For example, if we say "something smells
fishy,” we don't really mean that it smells like fish—we
mean something doesn’t seem right!

Sometimes it is helpful to use clues in the surrounding
words or pictures to help you figure out the
meaning of an idiom.
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enjoy something

sleep very well
very much pvery

make people

feel comfortable leave me alone

sad listen

stop or wait get sick
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Dave was feeling down in
the dumps after his friend
moved out of town.

Leslie was tickled pink

when she won the award for
best smile.

Karla keeps telling me to
clean my room. She will not
et off my back!

It was raining cats and dogs
so the baseball game was
canceled.

If you ever need to talk to
someone, | will be happy to
lend an ear.

Gary said the test was hard,
but | thought it was a piece
of cake.

______________ .l
| , | |
| Whenever | am really tired, | | Wearegoingto haveaball |
|  sleep like a log. | at the carnival today! |
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not talking to me very happy

in trouble raining heavily

wish someone good luck very easy
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| thought Cheryl was my
friend, but lately she has been

iving me the cold shoulder.

Throwing the ball in the
house got Jim in_ hot water.

Dr. Jones said | could catch
a cold if someone sneezes
on me.
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The new girl in our class told
jokes to help break the ice.

When Tommy ran out in the
rain without his coat and
boots, his mom said, “Hold
your horses!”

Before the school play began,
my teacher told me to break

aleg.
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Leslie was tickled pink
when she won the award for
best smile.

Answer Key

very happy

Karla keeps telling me to
clean my room. She will not
ff m: !

leave me alone

We are going to have a ball

at the carnival today!

enjoy something
very much

If you ever need to talk to
someone, | will be happy to
lend an ear.

listen

| thought Cheryl was my
friend, but lately she has been

iving me the cold shoulder.

not talking to me

Whenever | am really tired, |
sleep like a log.

Dave was feeling down in
the dumps after his friend
moved out of town.

sleep very well

sad

Throwing the ball in the
house got Jim in hot water.

in trouble

It was raining cats and dogs

so the baseball game was
canceled.

raining heavily

Dr. Jones said | could catch
a cold if someone sneezes
on me.

The new girl in our class told
jokes to help break the ice.

make people
feel comfortable

When Tommy ran out in the
rain without his coat and
boots, his mom said, “Hold

your horses!” stop or wait

Gary said the test was hard,
but | thought it was a piece
of cake.

very easy

Before the school play began,
my teacher told me to break

aleg.
wish someone good luck
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